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::About Oxford Radical Forum:: 
 

Now in its seventh year, the Oxford Radical Forum 2014 is a completely free and 
open annual festival of radical ideas and culture, hosted in central Oxford. Each 
year leading critics, authors and activists of the left take over spaces in Wadham 
College to spark critical thought and debate about how we understand the world 
and struggles to change it.  
 
After years of unresolved economic crisis, escalating climate chaos and 
international revolutions, analysis and political strategy remain as important as 
ever, yet answers remain elusive. What is the meaning of current events in Egypt 
and Syria? How are we to fight against sexism, racism and homophobia at every 
level? Can we revive radical political and labour projects in Europe? ... and what 
about the weather? 
 
Organised by students and activists in Oxford, this year's Forum will host informed 
and engaged debates on all these questions and more - from Terry Eagleton 
speaking on the death of God to workshops on activism, from film-screenings to 
debates on intersectionality. 
 
During this year’s Oxford Radical Forum, we are proud to host an exhibition of 
photographs of Syrian revolutionary graffiti by Ibrahim Fakhri. This will be showing 
in Wadham’s Old Refectory. This material will be exhibited later this year at the 
V&A Museum in London. 
 
All are welcome. At the heart of ORF is a hope that the conversations that take 
place at the event continue and excite activity, as well as discussion. 
 
 

Speaker bios begin on page 13. Organization info begins on page 18. 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28 
 
 

All Weekend 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo and artwork by Ibrahim Fakhri 
 

Graffiti Showcase by Ibrahim Fakhri in the Old Refectory 
 
Ibrahim Fakhri is an Oxford-based Syrian artist. He has exhibited the graffiti of the 
Syrian Revolution in venues in London and The Hague and will participate in 
Disobedient Objects at the V&A, London, in June 2014. 
 
Along with demonstrations, graffiti has always been one of the primary ways in 
which citizens express their dissatisfaction to those in authority. The Syrian 
revolution started in response to the detention and torture by the Assad regime of 
a few children who had sprayed anti-government slogans on the walls of their 
school in the city of Daraa. 
 
The Assad regime's response to those who dared to challenge its right to rule was 
typically crude and brutal. Many graffiti artists were imprisoned and most of those 
died under torture; others were instantly murdered by snipers or regime thugs. 
 
Activists started to distribute their designs and messages via social media. They 
invited people around the world to "print, cut and spray" their stencils to spread 
the word and remind people of those detained and killed by the Syrian regime. 
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17:00-18:45 
 

 
Guest Lecture by Linda Bellos,  
Revolutionary Feminist and LGBT activist 
 

Old Refectory 

Organized by: Oxford University Labour Club 
*Note: As this panel is hosted by OULC women's caucus there will be a self-identifying 
women only caucus with Linda before her talk, from 17:00 - 17.20. Linda Bellos will begin 
her talk at 17:20. 
 
17:30  The End of Climate Capitalism 
 

Moser 

Panelists:  Steffen Boehm, Director of Essex Sustainability Institute 
 

*Note that this talk will begin at 17:30. 
 
Although the radical left has traditionally been more concerned with bursting banks of the 
financial kind, it is not only the recent flooding of Oxford that is a cause for great 
environmental concern. Despite an overwhelming consensus in the scientific community 
that anthropogenic climate change needs to be tackled urgently in order to avoid 
catastrophic global warming, governments the world over are failing to take any 
meaningful action. Why is it that states are acting in a way that seems to be at odds with 
their long-term interests? Why have market-based economic measures failed to make 
capitalism green? Steffen Boehm's talk on the political economy of climate change will 
hopefully shed light on the answers to some of these crucial questions. 
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19:30-21:30 
 

 
OUSU Consent Workshop 
 

Old Refectory 
Organized by: Sarah Pine, OUSU VP for Women 
 

There has been a significant amount of controversy recently about rape and rape apology 
from within the radical left. Lots of "radical" figures appear to not extend their thoughts on 
human rights to include those who experience sexual violence. This workshop has been 
included to raise the profile of consent in radical groups. Consent workshops are 
discussion groups that challenge people to develop their understanding and practices of 
consent. This guides participants through questions and scenarios to think about how 
consent should be included in their sexual interactions. All genders are welcome at this 
workshop. Please not that this will include discussion of sexual violence, so please 
prepare yourself if you think you might this upsetting. Consent workshops are an OUSU 
initiative, run through the anti-sexual violence campaign It Happens Here. For more 
information please check our website ithappenshereoxford.wordpress.com 
 
“Eldridge Cleaver, Black Panther” (FILM + TALK) 
 

Moser 
Organized by: Bristol Radical Film Collective  
 

The Bristol Radical Film Festival was founded in 2011 to showcase contemporary and 
historical works of overtly political documentary and fiction filmmaking. Organised by 
staff, students and alumni from the Centre for Moving Image Research and the Film team 
at the University of the West of England (UWE), the festival also aims to draw attention to a 
range of other progressive, community-based initiatives in the city. Venues include digital 
outreach projects, anarchist social centres, drop-in centres for sex workers, political 
squats, radical bookshops, community bicycle hubs, trade union halls etc. All our events 
feature an introduction to the topic & are followed by an audience discussion. This is in 
keeping with the tradition of political film cultures around the world, in which the films are 
the pretext for action & debate as much as being important aesthetic & cultural objects in 
themselves. Our interpretation of the word ‘radical’ is an open one: while we believe that 
radical social, economic & political change is needed for a more equal, just & sustainable 
society, but that fundamental belief can be articulated in a variety of ways. Film is a rich 
medium and we are very keen to exhibit works that interrogate political and aesthetic 
radicalism in new and challenging ways. 
 
 

22:00-LATE 
 

 
:::ORF Club Night::: @ The Cellar 
Featuring The Severed Limb!  
Tickets are £5 at the door. Proceeds support ORF! 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 1 
 
 

All Day 
 

 
Book Fair 

• Zed Books 
• Pluto Press 
• Bookmarks 

 
Graffiti Showcase by Ibrahim Fakhri in the Old Refectory 
 

 

11:00-12:30 
 

 
Safety of Sex Work (DISCUSSION) 
 

Moser 
Organized by: Cuntry Living Magazine 
 

Panelists: English Collective of Prostitutes 
Sex Worker Open University 

 
 
Syria: Between Revolution and Civil War 
 

Okinaga 
Organized by: Oxford Solidarity for Syria 
 

Panelists: Bassem Chit, Revolutionary Socialist (Lebanon), “The Syrian 
Revolution, Arab regimes and sectarianism” 
Jamie Allinson, Activist and Researcher (London), “Why didn’t 
the Assad regime fall?” 

 

Bassem Chit is an activist and writer from Lebanon, he plays an instrumental role in the 
Lebanese social movements and is an editor at Al Manshour, he comments regularly on 
Middle East politics. His most recent contribution is 'Sectarianism and the Arab 
revolutions'. http://www.socialistreview.org.uk/article.php?articlenumber=12521 
 
Jamie Allinson is a research fellow at the University of Westminster, who has recently 
written a paper on drones and post-human warfare. He will be focusing on the use of 
drones in situations of occupation and neo-colonial conflict. He is also a specialist in 
Jordanian political history and has contributed much to debates pertaining to the Syrian 
uprisings and especially the role of the left in Britain. Among his most widely circulated 
pieces is 'Syria: Neither Riyadh nor Tehran but Popular Revolution’. 
http://www.newleftproject.org/index.php/site/article_comments/syria_neither_riyadh_nor
_tehran_but_popular_revolution 
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BREAK for LUNCH 
12:30-13:30 

 

* NOTE: At 12:30, there is a BDS direct action protest outside the Magdalen 
Street Sainsbury's against their selling of settlement produce. Meet at 

Wadham College Lodge if you want to take part.* 
 
 

13:30-15:00 
 

 
3Cosas Campaign 
 

Old Refectory 

Panelists: Henry Chango Lopez 
Jason Moyer-Lee 

 

Low-paid, overworked and shut out, cleaners and agency workers at the University of 
London are getting unionised and fighting back. They are coming to #ORF2014 to talk 
about how they went on strike and won, and why the fight continues. Come along to hear 
more, and to see what we can do here in Oxford!  
 
https://www.facebook.com/3coca 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/684582631581264/ 
 
 
Radical Urban Issues 
 

Okinaga 

Panelists: Alberto Toscano, Goldsmiths University 
Les Black, Goldsmiths University 
Elleke Boehmer, University of Oxford 
Dominic Davies, DPhil candidate, University of Oxford  

 

Human proximity and social contradictions characterise our cities. Cities are highly 
privileged sites to understand power relations. In a world that is becoming increasingly 
urbanized the fairness of our daily spaces is always more relevant. Moreover, movements 
that once resisted totalitarian capitalism are currently struggling to survive – i.e. labour 
movements and political parties. Paradoxically, the local has become the site of resistance 
and politics in a world structured by increasingly global processes. Notions such as the 
Right to the City, introduced by Lefebvre and later widely addressed by scholars have 
proved to be by themselves insufficient to address global radical urban issues. Looking at 
novel readings on Lefebvre, an approach to urban violence and radical imaginaries, and a 
critical reading of the London’s ‘Go home’ campaign, this panel intends to shed lights 
over how to make our cities fairer. 
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15:30-17:00 
 

 
Oxford Left Review Issue 12 Launch Old Refectory 
 

Panelists: 
 

Nancy Lindisfarne 
Louise Livesey 
Ankhi Mukherjee 

 
This term, the Oxford Left Review has worked with academics, students and artists from 
Oxford University and further afield to put together OLR Issue 12, which is on the theme of 
Intersectionality. At our Oxford Radical Forum event, we will be launching Issue 12, and 
Ankhi Mukherjee, Louise Livesey and Nancy Lindisfarne will be speaking on different 
aspects of intersectionality, followed by a discussion of the issues raised and questions 
from the audience. 
 
The Arab Revolutions 3 Years On 
 

Okinaga 

Panelists: Mohammed Salah Omri, “Tunisia and the Permanent Revolution” 
Gilbert Achar, “Revolution and Counter-Revolution” 

 

Mohamed-Salah Omri is a University Lecturer in Modern Arabic Language and Literature 
at the faculty of Oriental Studies at Oxford University. He has written numerous articles 
about the Arab revolutions and more specifically about the Tunisian revolution and its 
developments. His most recent contribution is an article published by Jadaliyya entitled: 
“The Tunisian Constitution: The Process and the Outcome.” 
http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/contributors/175272 
 
Gilbert Achcar is Professor of Development at the School for Oriental and African Studies 
(SOAS) London and a prolific writer on Middle East politics. His recent book is The People 
Want: http://www.saqibooks.co.uk/book/people/ 
 
 

17:30-19:00 
 

 
Arms Divestment 
 

Old Refectory 
Organized by: Oxford Palestine Society 
 

Panelists: David Wearing 
Leila Stockmarr 
Jamie Allinson, “Political Economy and the Human Price of Drones” 

 

With the hope of resuscitating a debate regarding the question of where exactly our 
University's money is spent, the Oxford Students' Palestine Society has invited three 
experts to ORF to talk on arms and the arms trade. On a panel focusing mainly on Israel's 
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role in the industry, these three academics will elucidate the nature and effects of the 
trade, and our opportunities to tackle it. 
 
Defend the Right to Protest 
 

Okinaga 
Organized by: Defend the Right to Protest 
 

Panelists: Trenton Oldfield 
 

We will be joined by Trenton Oldfield, who defeated Theresa May's attempt to deport 
him for protesting at the Oxford-Cambridge boat race in 2012, a suspended student from 
Birmingham Uni and Fidel Santingi from Fully Focused which produced Riot from Wrong 
 
The Defend the Right to Protest campaign was launched in response to violent police 
tactics and arrests during the anti-fees protests in autumn 2010. Trade unions affiliated to 
the campaign include UCU, PCS, CWU, NUT and NUS. It is also supported by a number of 
MPs, activists and other campaign groups. We campaign against police violence, kettling 
and other uses of violence and intimidation against those who have a right to protest . We 
campaign to defend all protesters who have been arrested, bailed or charged and are 
fighting to clear their names and also offer support to a range of campaigns organised 
and run by defendants. 
 
Alongside campaigning, DTRTP offers legal support for defendants, court support and 
support for those imprisoned. We also work with other campaigns, which cover other 
areas and contexts of police violence, such as deaths in police custody and racial 
profiling. http://www.defendtherighttoprotest.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Oxford Radical Forum 2014 Programme 9 

SUNDAY, MARCH 2 
 
 

All Day 
 

 
Book Fair 
 
Graffiti Showcase by Ibrahim Fakhri in the Old Refectory 
 
 
 

11:00-12:30 
 

 
Climate Floods and Fracking 
 

Old Refectory 

Panelists: Jonathan Neale 
Miriam Hadcocks 

 

On Friday 14th February, the front page of The Guardian showed devastating floods in 
the Thames Valley and read: "Climate Change is here now. It could lead to global conflict. 
Yet the politicians squabble." In this session, we will discuss the links between 
catastrophic anthropogenic climate change, flooding and the continued dangerous 
excavation of fossil fuels through fracking. The anti-fracking protests at Balcombe in West 
Sussex and Barton Moss in Salford provide an example of how local community groups 
and environmentalists can come together to campaign against climate change. As the 
floods continue, neighbourhood support networks, environmentalists and trade unionists 
in the Fire Brigades Union fighting off cuts to flood relief need to come together in a 
similar way. All of this comes in the context of the build-up towards the COP 21 meeting in 
Paris in December 2015, when the climate policy of the leading economies of the world 
will be agreed upon. It is widely expected that world leaders will lock us into even more 
devastating climate chaos, and so campaigners are calling for a storm of protest 
beforehand. 
 
Human Rights, Borders and Democracy (FILM + TALK) 
 

Okinaga 

Panelists: 
Film: 

Dana Mills 
“Campsfield House: An Immigration Removal Centre” by Ewen 
MacArthur 
 

'Campsfield House: An Immigration Removal Centre' is an independent documentary 
film. It aims to tackle the lack of public engagement with the reality of immigration 
detention and to illuminate some of the human stories that exist in and around the 
Campsfield House in Oxfordshire. In the film people speak about their personal 
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experiences of detention. We hear the voices of some of the lives that exist behind the 
statistics that characterise politicians’ reports and the mainstream media. At the same 
time, the film hopes to give an impression of the many ways people, campaign groups, 
charities, academics and lawyers have responded to the existence of immigration 
detention centres in this country, and to think about some of the ways in which we can 
react.  
 
The film will be followed by a presentation of Jacques Rancière's radical democratic re-
conceptualization of human rights. In his critique of Hannah Arendt's famous discussion of 
human rights in the Origins of Totalitarianism, Rancière presents a unique conception 
which looks at human rights as being claimed in bottom up actions, by those who are 
denied of them. This conception allows for an interpretation of human rights which is 
sensitive to the voices of the marginalized. Dana Mills present Rancière's underlying 
assumptions, his conception of human rights, its force and its problematic in theory and 
application.   
 
After the film and the presentation, we welcome questions to Ewen and Dana, and invite 
everyone to discuss resistance to immigration detention and the inhuman treatment of 
asylum-seekers and migrants in the UK. 
 
 

BREAK for LUNCH 
12:30-13:30 

 

 
 

 

13:30-14:30 
 

 
Intersectionality (WORKSHOP) 
 

Old Refectory 

Facilitators: 
 

Manishta Sunnia 
Subira Wahogo 
Chase Milano 

 

This workshop is facilitated by members of the Oxford Black Women’s group. 
 
Oxford’s Radical History 
 

Okinaga 

Panelists: 
 

Dave Renton 
Tony Richardson 

 

There is a radical history of political activism and trade union militancy in Oxford that 
many students, visitors and even residents may be unaware of. The Cowley car plant was a 
stronghold of trade union militants in the 1960s and 1970s. Oxford's Ruskin College, 
which made further and higher education available to trade unionists, was the venue for 
the famous inaugural Women's Liberation Movement conference in 1970, often held to 
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be the start of 2nd wave feminism. There is also an important story to be told about a 
radical tradition of anti-fascist militancy, going back to the 1930s. 
 
 

14:30-16:00 
 

 
Latin America Today 
 

Old Refectory 

Panelists: 
 
 
 
 
 
Film: 

Victor Figueroa-Clark 
Enrico Tortolano 
Carol Stavris, Oxford Cuba Solidarity Campaign 
Grace Livingstone 
Marieke Riethof (Chair) 
Short film on Chile to precede panel discussion 

 

The Latin American panel discussion will be preceded by a short documentary on the 
Chilean student uprisings, entitled 'Chile's Student Uprising'. The panel addresses the 
current political situation across Latin America. It will explore political and cultural themes 
in the wake of the Brazilian protests, the death of Chavez and the 40th anniversary of the 
Chilean coup, and will speculate on what we can expect from the region in the future. 
 
Political Economy, Social Movements and the Media 
 

Old Refectory 

Panelists: 
 

Alfredo Saad-Filho, “Radical Political Economy After the Crisis” 
Aaron Bastani, Novara Media, “The Political Economy of New Media 
and What it Means for Protest and Social Movements” 
Vanessa Baird, New Internationalist, “The role of radical and 
independent media” 

 

This cross-topic session will not only provide valuable insight into each of the subjects 
from three expert panelists, but also aims to explore the intersections and interactions 
between political economy, social movements and the media. In an age where revolutions 
driven by political-economic grievances can be hindered, facilitated or encouraged by 
different forms of media, such an analysis is quickly becoming indispensable to a highly 
developed and radical understanding of the world today. 
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16:30-18:00 
 

 
Guest Lecture by Terry Eagleton, 
“The Death of God and the War on Terror” 
 

Moser 

 
 

Queer Violence and the State (WORKSHOP) 
 

Old Refectory 

Facilitator: 
 

Aylon Cohen 

When Queercore band Agatha sang the lyrics ‘Not gay as in happy/But queer as in fuck 
you’, they sang an anthem that reverberated in many queer hearts. ‘Queer as in Fuck You’ 
is not simply an attack against a heteronormative society that refuses the lives of gays, but 
also a rejection of homonormative standards of desire, whether it is the policing of trans* 
bodies, bodies of colour, fat bodies, disabled bodies, tattooed bodies, modified bodies, 
(not)hairy(enough) bodies, etc. etc. The workshop aims to think about queer as a rejection 
of any and all attempts to police desires, bodies, and identities. If queers are invested in 
creating communities we can happily call home, then should we move from a position of 
‘do not police us’ to ‘destroy that which polices us’, namely, the police? We will explore 
current attempts at creating safe(r) communities for queers, from the ‘It Gets Better’ 
campaign to the movement known as BashBack, and ask what they have to offer in terms 
of queer dignity and survival. 
  
Straight folks are welcome, but the straight gaze is not. 
 
 

18:00  
 

 
ORF Closing Social 
 

Old Refectory 

Join us to close down the graffiti showcase, chat, mingle and conclude a fantastic 
ORF! 
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BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Gilbert Achcar is Professor of Development at the School for Oriental and African 
Studies (SOAS) London and a prolific writer on Middle East politics. His recent 
book is The People Want: http://www.saqibooks.co.uk/book/people/ 
 
Jamie Allinson is a research fellow at the University of Westminster, who has 
recently written a paper on drones and post-human warfare. He will be focusing 
on the use of drones in situations of occupation and neo-colonial conflict. He is 
also a specialist in Jordanian political history and has contributed much to debates 
pertaining to the Syrian uprisings and especially the role of the left in Britain. 
Among his most widely circulated pieces is 'Syria: Neither Riyadh nor Tehran but 
Popular Revolution’. 
http://www.newleftproject.org/index.php/site/article_comments/syria_neither_riya
dh_nor_tehran_but_popular_revolution 
 
Les Back is a professor of sociology at Goldsmiths University in London. He works 
on the issues of race, racism, popular culture and belonging, discussed with 
ethnographic research often based in south London. He also writes journalism 
contributing regularly to The Guardian, Times Higher Educational Supplement 
and the New Humanist as well as contributing to on-line magazines including 
openDemocracy.net and Eurozine. 
 
Vanessa Baird is an editor of the New Internationalist magazine. She lived and 
worked as a journalist in Peru during the tumultuous mid-1980s, and she maintains 
a passionate interest in South America. She writes on everything from migration, 
money, religion and equality to indigenous activism, climate change, feminism 
and global LGBT rights. She also edits the Mixed Media, arts and culture section of 
the magazine. Vanessa’s books include The No-Nonsense Guide to World 
Population (2011), Sex, Love and Homophobia (2004), The Little Book of Big Ideas 
(2009), and People First Economics (2010). In 2012 she won the prestigious 
Amnesty International Human Rights Media award. 
 
Aaron Bastani is a PhD candidate at Royal Holloway University and a co-creator of 
Novara Media, a radical new media outlet featuring TV and blog sections, and 
weekly theoretical radio show. He also co-edited the book Fightback!, blogs at 
Open Democracy and is a Guardian contributor. 
 
Linda Bellos is an active politician, activist and revolutionary feminist. She has 
been involved in political mobilizations since the 1980s, when she a served as a 
Labour councilor to Lambeth London Borough Council and was later leader of the 
council. She has remained involved in community politics, from advising on LGBT 
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networks to advocating for minority rights. In 2006, she received an OBE for 
services to diversity.  
 
Steffen Boehm is Professor in Management and Sustainability and Director of 
Essex Sustainability Institute at the University of Essex. His research focuses on 
political economies and ecologies of organization, management and the 
environment. He was a co-founder of the open-access journal ephemera: theory & 
politics in organization, and is co-founder and co-editor of the new open-access 
publishing press Mayfly Books as well as Interface: A Journal for and about Social 
Movements. He has published three books: Repositioning Organization Theory 
(Palgrave), Against Automobility (Blackwell) and Upsetting the Offset: The Political 
Economy of Carbon Markets (Mayfly). 
 
Elleke Boehmer is Professor of World Literature in English at the University of 
Oxford. She is a literary critic who specialises in international writing in English, 
colonial and post-colonial literature, histories of empire, and in teaching world 
literature. 
 
Bassem Chit is an activist and writer from Lebanon, he plays an instrumental role 
in the Lebanese social movements and is an editor at Al Manshour, he comments 
regularly on Middle East politics. His most recent contribution is 'Sectarianism and 
the Arab revolutions'. 
http://www.socialistreview.org.uk/article.php?articlenumber=12521 
 
Victor Figueroa Clark is a PhD specialist in Latin America, working and teaching 
at the London School of Economics. He focuses on Chile, Nicaragua, and 
Colombia. 
 
Aylon Cohen is a cis-white-male-ablebodied-uppermiddleclass-queer-vegan-
anarcho-feminist-academic-organizer from the unceded Coast Salish Territories of 
colonized Turtle Island. His original workshop title was These Faggots Fuck the 
State: In Defense of Queer Violence, but social etiquette and external anxieties 
decided otherwise. 
 
Dominic Davies is a DPhil student in English Literature at the University of Oxford, 
where his research focuses on colonial and post-colonial literature.  
 
Terry Eagleton is Distinguished Professor of English Literature at Lancaster 
University. He is a world-renowned literary theorist and public intellectual who has 
written over 40 books, including most recently, Why Marx Was Right (2011), The 
Event of Literature (2012), and How to Read Literature (2013).  
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Miriam Hadcocks is an artist and environmental activist. 
 
Nancy Lindisfarne is an anthropologist and author who has written widely on 
issues of class and gender. 
 
Louise Livesey is the co-coordinator of the Women's Studies course at Ruskin 
College, and she has also written for the Oxford Left Review on intersectionality 
this term. 
 
Grace Livingstone is a journalist specializing in Latin American affairs.  She was a 
correspondent for The Guardian in Venezuela and has also reported for the BBC 
World Service, The Observer, The Independent on Sunday, New Statesman and 
The Tablet.  She is the author of Inside Colombia: Drugs, Democracy and War 
(LAB, 2003) and America's Backyard: Latin America and the United States from the 
Monroe Doctrine to the War on Drugs, (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009). 
 
Ewen MacArthur is an independent filmmaker. Having graduated from Wadham 
College, Oxford in 2013, Ewen has since been making a documentary film about 
the immigration detention centre, Campsfield House. Feel free to get in contact to 
talk about this or other projects. (ewenmacarthur@gmail.com) 
 
Dana Mills is a Lecturer in political theory in Hertford College,  Oxford and a DPhil 
candidate in political theory in Mansfield College, Oxford. Her DPhil thesis looks at 
the connection between dance and politics and engages the work of Rancière. In 
addition to her academic work she has been active in various feminist and human 
rights movements and organizations for the past 18 years. 
 
Ankhi Mukherjee is a tutor at Wadham College, and has written for the Oxford 
Left Review Issue 12 on race and the literary canon. 
 
Jonathan Neale is the author of Stop Global Warming: Change the World (2008), 
which was translated in Turkish, Korean, Russian and Spanish, the editor of the 
Campaign Against Climate Change's One Million Climate Jobs (2010) report, 
which is currently preparing a new edition. He has also written plays and novels, 
and has written on Afghanistan, the war in Vietnam, neoliberalism, naval mutinies, 
trade union militants and gender. 
 
Mohamed-Salah Omri is a University Lecturer in Modern Arabic Language and 
Literature at the faculty of Oriental Studies at Oxford University. He has written 
numerous articles about the Arab revolutions and more specifically about the 
Tunisian revolution and its developments. His most recent contribution is an article 
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published by Jadaliyya entitled: “The Tunisian Constitution: The Process and the 
Outcome.” http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/contributors/175272 
 
Dave Renton is a lawyer and socialist historian. He is the author of numerous 
books on anti-fascism, including Red Shirts and Black: Fascism and Anti-Fascism in 
Oxford in the 'Thirties (1996). He has also written on subjects including CLR 
James, Trotsky and sport. He runs the employment law blog Struck Out, and is 
author of a book by the same name. 
 
Tony Richardson is a trade union activist and revolutionary socialist who worked 
for many years at the Cowley car factory. He is featured alongside Alan Thornett in 
Ken Roach's film Spirit of '45. He remains an active trade unionist, and works in 
particular on building links with Palestinian activists through the Oxford Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign and the Oxford-Ramallah Friendship Association. 
 
Alfredo Saad-Filho is Professor of Political Economy at the School of African and 
Oriental Studies in London. He is a Marxian economist and was a senior economic 
affairs officer at the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). His research interests include the political economy of development, 
industrial policy, neoliberalism, alternative economic policies, Latin American 
political and economic development, inflation and stabilisation, and the labour 
theory of value and its applications. 
 
Carol Stavris is a member and representative of the Oxford Cuba Solidarity 
Campaign. She is a local activist involved in local women’s networks. 
 
Leila Stockmarr is a visiting PhD student at SOAS writing a paper on the political 
economy of the Israel's homeland security industry, will be speaking on the 
country's commercialisation of its own war experiences in Palestine, with a focus 
on cyber security and urban planning/security. 
 
Enrico Tortolano is the Research and Policy Officer at the union PCS. He has just 
returned from monitoring the El Salvador elections this February and has 
experience working on issues related to human rights in Latin America.  
 
Alberto Toscano is a Reader in Critical Theory at Goldsmiths University in London. 
He is a cultural critic, social theorist, philosopher and translator. His work has been 
described both as an investigation of the persistence of the idea of communism in 
contemporary thought and a genealogical inquiry into the concept of fanaticism. 
He has published numerous articles on contemporary philosophy, politics and 
social theory. 
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David Wearing is a PhD student at SOAS and a visiting lecturer at the University of 
Westminster, will be speaking about his research for a report on the UK arms trade 
with Israel, soon to be published by War on Want and Campaign Against the Arms 
Trade." 
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ORGANIZERS and ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Planned Violence: Post/Colonial Urban Infrastructures and Literature 
The network, ‘Planned Violence: Post/colonial Urban Infrastructures and 
Literature’, sets out to explore the shifting relationship between urban planning, 
violence and literary representation from colonial into postcolonial times. The 
project examines the complex role of literature in theorizing the city: how 
contemporary patterns of violence are embedded within urban stories of the past, 
and how narrative complicates official histories of post-imperial, multicultural 
London, and postcolonial Delhi and Johannesburg.  
Find out more at: http://plannedviolence.org 
 
Oxford Left Review 
The Oxford Left Review is always looking for writers and editors. If you're 
interested in joining the editorial team or contributing some writing or artwork to 
the journal, please email editor@oxfordleftreview.com for more information, or 
visit oxfordleftreview.com to see old issues and blog posts.  
Find out more at: http://oxfordleftreview.com 
 
3Cosas Campaign 
The 3 Cosas Campaign’s aims are simple – to ensure equality of terms and 
conditions between the University of London’s direct employees, and its 
outsourced workers. There are three areas (‘tres cosas’) where the disparity 
between University and contract workers is greatest – SICK PAY, HOLIDAYS and 
PENSIONS. The campaign aims to persuade the University to ensure that all 
workers have the same rights in these three areas. It is eminently affordable, and it 
is the only right thing to do.  
Find out more at: www.3cosascampaign.wordpress.com 
 
Defend the Right to Protest 
The Defend the Right to Protest campaign was launched in response to violent 
police tactics and arrests during the anti-fees protests in autumn 2010. Trade 
unions affiliated to the campaign include UCU, PCS, CWU, NUT and NUS. It is also 
supported by a number of MPs, activists and other campaign groups. We 
campaign against police violence, kettling and other uses of violence and 
intimidation against those who have a right to protest . We campaign to defend all 
protesters who have been arrested, bailed or charged and are fighting to clear 
their names and also offer support to a range of campaigns organised and run by 
defendants. Alongside campaigning, DTRTP offers legal support for defendants, 
court support and support for those imprisoned. We also work with other 
campaigns which cover other areas and contexts of police violence, such as 
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deaths in police custody and racial profiling.  Find out more at: 
http://www.defendtherighttoprotest.org 
 
Cuntry Living Magazine 
A magazine for feminists following the simple rule that if you believe in sexual 
equality, you are a feminist. Want to get involved? Email 
kuntsnotdead@gmail.com. We accept anything from haikus, artwork, photos, 
crosswords, academic articles, autobiographical musings…anything as long as it 
promotes sexual equality.   
Find out more at: http://cuntrylivingmagazine.tumblr.com 
 
Oxford Solidarity for Syria 
We are a group of students & researchers interested in understanding and 
supporting the revolt of the Syrian people and spreading the Syrian cause widely. 
Find out more at: https://www.facebook.com/oxfordsolidarityforsyria 
 
Bristol Radical Film Collective 
The Bristol Radical Film Festival was founded in 2011 to showcase contemporary 
and historical works of overtly political documentary and fiction filmmaking. 
Organised by staff, students and alumni from the Centre for Moving Image 
Research and the Film team at the University of the West of England (UWE), the 
festival also aims to draw attention to a range of other progressive, community-
based initiatives in the city. Venues include digital outreach projects, anarchist 
social centres, drop-in centres for sex workers, political squats, radical bookshops, 
community bicycle hubs, trade union halls etc. All our events feature an 
introduction to the topic & are followed by an audience discussion. This is in 
keeping with the tradition of political film cultures around the world, in which the 
films are the pretext for action & debate as much as being important aesthetic & 
cultural objects in themselves. Our interpretation of the word ‘radical’ is an open 
one: while we believe that radical social, economic & political change is needed 
for a more equal, just & sustainable society, but that fundamental belief can be 
articulated in a variety of ways. Film is a rich medium and we are very keen to 
exhibit works that interrogate political and aesthetic radicalism in new and 
challenging ways. 
Find out more at: http://bristolradicalfilmfestival.org.uk 
 


